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IN THE CLAIMS; 



1 . (Currently amended) A meihod for dynamically selecting a firewall server for a 
t> 1 web client, in particular a web browser, in a Transmission Control Protocol/internet 

<V \ Protocol (TCP/IP) network comprising a plurality of firewall servers, said meihod 

comprising the steps of; 

measuring performance and availability of each firewall server using 
measurement probcs[[; and]], whcreinjl^ sten o f mea suring ih* pnrfarm.n*,. m 
^iMlUityjifj^ 

ftllihQrjSte^^ time needed for r eirj^na fi*»m ... „,» k 

scry^knominfom^ a P i ura iUv of known web oa^. 

IhlSUSlL^Mil^^lLsm^^n^ 3d^nJ,ejstCjLgin^ 
pOTnpn^jjKj^hcx^psjip 

cjtahlishjm^a.coime firowa|| SOrvef; 

gjrioyjn^jhg^ggjj^juj^ of kn own web p a pe s from the wrih 

and 

<tem^that^^^ 
phjraljtyo f known key w ords: and 

dynamically selecting a firewall server according to the performance and 
availability measurements, 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 



4. 



(Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 [[or 3]] wherein the step 
of measuring the performance of each firewall server using measurement probes 
comprises the further step of: 

comparing each firewall server said measured response time with previous 
measured response limes; and, 
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determining for each firewall the degradation or the amelioration of iho 
measured response lime. 



5. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 [[or 3]] wherein the step 
of measuring the availability ofeach firewall server using measurement probes 
comprises the farther step of: 

delecting failures on each firewall server; and, 

excluding firewall servers in failure from the step of selecting a firewall 
server. 



6. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 [[or 3]] wherein said 
firewall server is a proxy server or a socks server. 

7. (Currently amended) The method according to claim I [[or 3]] comprising the 
further stops of: 

procaine performance and availability measurements from a single universal 
resource locator (URL) sysleni; and, 

dynamically creating a configuration file based on the performance and 
availability measurements, preferably in thv Javascript language, on said univcrsal 
rcsourcc locator (URL) system for soleclin- - said firewall server. 

8. (Currenlly amended) The method according to claim [[1 or 3]] 7 wherein the step 
of dynamically creating a configuration file is processed by a common gateway 
interface (CGI) on said universal resource locator (URL) system. 



9. 



(Currently amended) The method according to claim[[s]j 1 [[or 3]] wherein ihc 
step of selecting a firewall server comprises the further step of downloading the 
configuration file from [[the]] a universal resource locator (URL) SyS [cm web 



browser. 
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1 0. (Currently amended) The method according to claim [[] or 3]] 2 wherein the steps 
or measuring performance mid availability and of dynamically selecting a firewall 
server are periodically processed in the universal resource locator (URL) system and 
Ihc configuration file created by the common gateway interface (CGI) is periodically 
downloaded to Ihc web client. 

11. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 L[or 3]] comprising the 
further steps of: 

prc-sclceling a backup firewall server in a background process- and, 
switching to said backup firewall server in case of failure of the selected 
firewall server. 

1 2. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 [[or 3J] wherein the step 
of selecting a firewall server according to performance and availability measurements 
comprises the further step of selecting the firewall server according to the Internet 
Protocol (IP) address ofthe weh b rowser. 

13. (Canceled) 

1 4. (Currently amended) A program product fi>r dynamically selecting a firewall 
server for a web client, in particular a web browser, in a Transmission Control 
Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) network comprising a plurality of firewall 
servers, said program product comprising the steps of: 

programmalically measuring performance and availability of each firewall 
server using measurement probes([; and]], wherein the «tan nrpr^^,^^ 
mejLsunn^thc^ 

11*. mm^m^cdloi n^jnAjfrm a web serv er known inft^.,^ jn 

particulars^ 
wJieminti^ 
jurtjj.cr .Mens of; 
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12I^i5tMmiati^Mablishino .acfemcctio n with the w ch ^.-vr>r ,h m „ f . h 
each fir ewal l serve r; 

from th e we b server; and 

g^tamj.nojir_fl .plural ity of known kn yyw^jimi 

dynamically, using programmatic means, selecting a firewall server according 
to the performance and availability measurements. 



15. (Canceled) 

16. (Canceled) 



17. 



(Currently amended) The program product according to claim 14 [[or 16J] 
wherein the step ofmcasuring the performance of each firewall server using 
measurement probes comprises the further step of: 

progrnmmalically comparing each firewall server said measured response time 
with previous measured response times; aiuj, 

pwsrammalicaUy determining for each firewall the degradation or the 
amelioration of the measured response lime. 

(Currently amended) The program product according to claim 14 [[or 16]] 
wherein the step ofmcasuring the availability of each firewall server using 
measurement probes comprises the further step of: 

programmatically delecting failures on each firewall server; and, 
programmaiically excluding firewall servers in failure from the step of 
selecting a firewall server. 



1 9. (Currently amended) The program product iiccording to claim 14 [[or 1 6]] 
wherein said firewall server is a proxy server or a socks server. 



IS. 
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